


Do We Finally Have A New 
Way Of Doing Business?



OBJECTIVES FOR TODAY
 
• Broad understanding of defense budget structure and 

priorities.

• Nobody becomes an expert in defense economics, 
but…

• …as leaders in your company and your community, 
take away a better perspective and curiosity of the 
world’s events.

• Some take-aways for the industry.

• Some take-aways for leadership.



Topics for Today

• DoW Budget and Priorities

• Challenges for DoW and National Security

• What about those drones?

• Comments on China and Ukraine

• Comments on textiles in DoW

• Comments on topics for later today and tomorrow















China









Drone Dominance and Counter Drone Technologies

• $53.6B focused in 5 areas:

– Contested Logistics, Collaborative Autonomy, Force Generation, 
Counter Autonomous Systems, and Asset Purchases/Industrial 
Demand Signal.

• $20.6B

– Focus includes one-way attack, counter small UAS, and major 
programs to include Collaborative Combat Aircraft and MQ-25 
refueler/ISR platform.









“A Taste of Its Own Medicine? US Confirms First Combat 
Use of Shahed Clones in Iran” (NEXGENDEFENSE 03/04/26)



UKRAINE



Geography and Terrain Is Everything in Ground 
Warfare



 Nearly universal flawed assumptions regarding the success for Russia for complete 
occupation  (me included).

 Human suffering.
 US (and NATO) bias against provoking escalation has huge humanitarian and military 

implications for Ukraine.
 Vehicle losses for both sides (of greater significance for the Russians).
 Regenerating losses for Ukrainians.
 The longer this goes on, resupply goes from ad hoc to some sort of systemization.
 Russia lacks the combat power for maximal objectives; cannot conduct major 

simultaneous operations; and is challenged in taking (and holding) major cities.  
Important political vs military options.

 Ukraine has demonstrated the national will, but lacks the combat power for sustained 
offensive operations and to expel Russians from controlled territory.  Long defensive 
lines with a shrinking force.

What Next ?

First Presented: April 25th, 2022



As of April 10, 2024



As of May 14, 2026



April 13, 2022 May 14, 2026

Russia controls approx. 18% of Ukraine





Implications 
for 

Textiles



Google: asaalt army 



Capability Program Executive-Ground (CPE-G)
 https://api.army.mil/e2/c/downloads/2026/04/24/916662bb/20260323-asaalt-org-
chart-pae-cpe-final.pdf

https://asc.army.mil/web/tag/cpe-ground/
 130 Programs of Record; 253 Products

Program Manager (Organizational Clothing and Individual Equipment/Personal 
Protective Equipment (OCIE/PPE)

https://cpeground.army.mil/Equipment/Equipment-Portfolio/PM-OCIE-PPE-Portfolio/

 Army Combat Boot
 Army Combat Uniform
 Ghillie Suit Accessory Kit (GSAK) Upgrade
 Sleep Systems
 Parachute Systems
 Others

 Protective Eyewear
 Modular Scalable Vest
 Advanced Combat Helmet
 Others

 Helmet Systems
 Oxygen Delivery Systems
 Others



US Army DEVCOM, Soldier Center

 https://sc.devcom.army.mil/ 

https://sc.devcom.army.mil/partner-with-us-1/  

 CRADA: Cooperative Research and Development Agreement

 Unsolicited Proposals

 Patent License Agreements  

•  Materials Incorporating Antimicrobial Polymers
•  Chlorine Dioxide for Surface Decontamination
•  Functional Fit System for Apparel
•  Textile Composite to protect against highly toxic agents and 

chemicals
•  Integrated Body Armor Garment
•  Pant-integrated knee pad
•  Blast debris protective harness for lower torso and extremities
•  Improved flame-resistant fabrics
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Further Thoughts For This Outlook

• Innovation:  What does this REALLY mean?

• Leadership Conversations

• Consider the implications brought by Palmer Luckey of 
Anduril

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=--Ef5Q-3Iq8

• https://www.ted.com/talks/palmer_luckey_the_ai_arsenal_that_could_stop_world_war_iii?utm_
campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare
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